
IV.B.1.  CLINICAL ROTATION SUMMARIES

Rotation:
Orthopedic Surgery

Institution:
Predominantly Out-Patient Service 

(Covenant HealthCare Systems)

Year of training:
EM1 _X__
EM2__ __
EM3 ____


EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES:

Goals:

1.
Develop an understanding of the evaluation and management of patients with orthopedic injuries and diseases.

2.
Learn the appropriate use of radiographs and other imaging modalities in the evaluation of orthopedic disorders.

3.
Develop skill in the evaluation and management of musculoskeletal injuries and diseases.

4. Learn the principles of acute and chronic management of pain due to musculoskeletal injuries and diseases.

5. Develop skill in the diagnosis and treatment of inflammatory and infection disorders of the musculoskeletal system.

Objectives:

Upon completion of the rotation, the Emergency Medicine Resident will be able to:

1. Demonstrate the understanding of the anatomy, mechanism of injury, presentation, complications, management, and prognosis of common musculoskeletal injuries.

2. Demonstrate appropriate history and physical examination skills for the patient with musculoskeletal complaints.

3.
Describe the differences in pediatric and adult: skeletal anatomy, injury patterns, radiographic appearance, and prognosis following injury.

4.
Describe the pathophysiology of infectious and inflammatory musculoskeletal disease and their presentation, evaluation, and management.

5.
Demonstrate the ability to diagnose and treat soft tissue foreign bodies.

6.
Describe the pre‑operative care of the orthopedic patient.

7.
Describe the post‑operative care, rehabilitation and expected complications of common orthopedic procedures.

8.
Demonstrate the ability to correctly interpret radiographs of the extremities, major joints, and the spine.

9.
Demonstrate the ability to correctly apply orthopedic devices, including splints, casts, compressive dressings, and immobilizers.

10.
Demonstrate the understanding and correct use of orthopedic nomenclature.

11.
Describe the measurement and interpretation of compartment pressures.

12.
Demonstrate the satisfactory performance of common diagnostic and therapeutic procedures (such as: arthrocentesis, closed fracture reduction, reduction of closed joint dislocations).

13. Discuss the evaluation and grading of joint injuries, their treatment and their prognosis.

14. Demonstrate the ability to prioritize and manage the treatment of orthopedic injuries in multiple trauma patients.

15. Discuss the differential diagnosis, historical features and physical exam findings of patients with low back pain.

16. Describe diagnosis and treatment of patient’s with overuse syndrome.

DESCRIPTION OF CLINICAL EXPERIENCES:   

Residents participate in a one month EMY 1 rotation on the Orthopedics service.  The resident will be assigned to an attending orthopedist who will supervise the resident's activities.  The resident will participate in the care of patients admitted to the Orthopedic preceptor as well as outpatients seen in the preceptor's office.  The resident will also evaluate Emergency Department patients for whom the preceptor is consulted.  The resident will be on‑call those nights when the preceptor is also on call and will initially see all patients referred to the Orthopedic service from the Emergency Department.

DESCRIPTION OF DIDACTIC EXPERIENCES:

Residents will attend the monthly Orthopedic Department meetings as well as scheduled Emergency Medicine conferences.

Reading Assignments:  Appropriate sections of the following texts:

Rosen, P et al (ed), Emergency Medicine:  Concepts and Clinical Practice, Mosby Year Book, 6th Edition, 2006.

Roberts, JR and Hedges, JR (ed), Clinical Procedures in Emergency Medicine, 4th Edition, 2004.

Snider, R, Essentials of Musculoskeletal Care, 1997.


Connolly, J (ed), DePalma's The Management of Fractures and Dislocations, W.B. Saunders, 3rd Edition, 1981.

EVALUATION PROCESS:

Residents will receive concurrent feedback from the faculty while on the Orthopedic rotation.  During the Orthopedic rotation, the resident will be responsible for completing an on-line exam, which will be graded by an EM faculty member.  The resident must receive a score showing competency for successful completion of the rotation.  At the end of the rotation, the resident is evaluated in writing.  The evaluations are reviewed by the Emergency Medicine Program Director and placed in the resident's file.  The written evaluations are available to the resident after their receipt.  The EM Program Director reviews all evaluations with the resident at least semi-annually.

Residents are also evaluated by their performance on the ABEM in‑training examination.  Any deficiencies noted are corrected with a focused remediation program designed by the EM Program Director, Faculty, and the Resident.

The resident completes a rotation evaluation at the end of the month.  Rotation evaluations will be discussed with the rotation director by the Emergency Medicine Program Director.  The residents and Emergency Medicine faculty at the annual program review will also discuss the rotation.  

FEEDBACK MECHANISMS:

The evaluation of the resident will be discussed during their semi-annual meetings and will be available for their review at any time in the residency office.  The Department of Orthopedic Surgery will receive an annual summary of the residents evaluation of the rotation.  This is collated so as to assure anonymity to the resident.  Timely feedback of urgent concerns will be handled verbally through the program director.
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